Lymph node pathology of HTLV and HTLV-associated neoplasms.
Human T-cell leukemia/lymphoma virus I can transform mature T-lymphocytes in vitro and is associated with the human T-cell cancer, adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma. Adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma is a distinct clinicopathological entity associated with leukemia, lymphadenopathy, hepatosplenomegaly, skin lesions, hypercalcemia, and lytic bone lesions. Although morphologically diverse it pursues an aggressive clinical course. Human T-cell leukemia/lymphoma virus III is associated with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, which in its early stages shows follicular lymphoid hyperplasia; however, lymphoid atrophy is progressive and ultimately results in virtually total lymphoid depletion of lymph nodes. Patients with human T-cell leukemia/lymphoma virus III infections appear to have an increased risk of high-grade B-cell lymphomas and perhaps Hodgkin's disease.